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Timeline
To explain every event surrounding the separation of the SGI from Nichiren

Shoshu is beyond the scope of this booklet. The following timeline highlights
most of the important developments. For further explanation, see the refer-
ences in appendix B. 

1989 
Feb. 25—Nichiren Shoshu makes a request to the Soka Gakkai to raise the
pilgrimage fee. 
July 17 —Nikken builds a family tomb at a Zen temple, Hakusan-ji in
Fukushima, and conducts a commemorative ceremony at the site (breaking
one of Nikko Shonin’s Twenty-six Admonitions). 

1990 
March 13—Nichiren Shoshu notifies the Soka Gakkai at a regular communi-
cation meeting of an increase in fees for the Gohonzon conferral, toba (memo-
rial tablet) and keeping ashes of the deceased. 
July 16—Nikken and some senior priests meet at Taiseki-ji’s Tokyo office in
Nishikata to discuss how to oust President Ikeda, i.e., how to execute what was
later called Operation C. This meeting is later called the Nishikata Conference. 

Appendix A
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July 17—At the regularly scheduled Nichiren Shoshu and Soka Gakkai com-
munication meeting, the Soka Gakkai raises the issue of unseemly conduct by
priests that is becoming rampant throughout Nichiren Shoshu. 
July 18—Nikken and the same priests who met at Nishikata meet again to fur-
ther discuss their plot against President Ikeda. Nikken officially names the plan
Operation C. This meeting is later referred to as the Council in the Presence
of the High Priest. 
July 21—SGI President Ikeda and Soka Gakkai President Akiya are granted
an audience with Nikken. During the audience, Nikken emotionally reproaches
President Akiya, calling him arrogant. He also attempts to intimidate President
Ikeda when he says, “I will impeach you.” 
Aug. 29—Nichiren Shoshu announces a “Standard of Moral Ethics for Priests
and Their Families” at a nationwide meeting of priests. 
Sept. 2—The Soka Gakkai dedicates a culture festival to Nichiren Shoshu to
celebrate the 700th anniversary of the founding of the head temple, Taiseki-ji.
Oct. 12–13— A grand ceremony to commemorate the 700th anniversary of the
founding of Taiseki-ji is held with President Ikeda as the committee chairman. 
Nov. 16—President Ikeda gives a speech at the 35th Soka Gakkai Headquar-
ters Leaders Meeting, an unauthorized recording of which Nichiren Shoshu uses
to attack him and the Soka Gakkai. 
Dec. 13—Nichijun Fujimoto, Nichiren Shoshu general administrator, attempts
to hand an inquiry document raising issues concerning the content of the Nov.
16 speech to President Ikeda. Fujimoto withdraws the document when Mr. Akiya
requests a dialogue to iron out differences. 
Dec. 16— Nichiren Shoshu, refusing to engage in dialogue with the Soka
Gakkai, sends the inquiry to the Soka Gakkai Headquarters and demands a writ-
ten reply. 
Dec. 23—The Soka Gakkai responds by sending Nichiren Shoshu a written
request for dialogue including questions of its own and concerns about the ac-
curacy of the tape transcription. 
Dec. 25—Nikken meets with journalists Isao Dan, Kojun Takahashi and oth-
ers to discuss attacking the Soka Gakkai in the media. 
Dec. 27—Nichiren Shoshu holds a special Council session to revise its rules
so it can dismiss President Ikeda from his position as head of all Nichiren Shoshu
lay societies, using the tape of his speech as a pretext.
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1991
Jan. 1— The Soka Gakkai points out several errors in the priesthood’s tran-
scription of the tape of President Ikeda’s speech at the Nov. 16, 1990, Head-
quarters Leaders Meeting. 
Jan. 2—Nikken refuses to grant an audience to President Akiya and General
Director Morita who had requested a meeting to discuss the disagreement. 
Jan. 6—Nikken lectures on the Grand Main Temple, which houses the Dai-
Gohonzon, misinterpreting the late high priest Nittatsu’s address on the sig-
nificance of this structure. 
Jan. 12 — Nichiren Shoshu, admitting its mistakes in transcribing the
tape, withdraws questions at the core of its inquiry. The basis of the priest-
hood’s attacks on the Soka Gakkai and dismissal of President Ikeda thus
collapses, but the priesthood makes no move to reverse its decision or
discuss reconciliation. 
March 5— Nichiren Shoshu notifies the Soka Gakkai that, henceforth, lay
organizations besides the Soka Gakkai can be created overseas, reversing
a long-standing policy established during Nittatsu’s term. This is the begin-
ning of the priesthood’s plan to create temple organizations (danto) out-
side Japan.
March 30— The Soka Gakkai sends Nikken a second set of questions concern-
ing his misinterpretation of the late high priest Nittatsu’s address on the sig-
nificance of the Grand Main Temple. Nikken does not respond. 
July 1— Nichiren Shoshu abolishes the Soka Gakkai’s traditional pilgrim-
age system of 40 years and starts a new system requiring each participant to
have documentation from his or her local temple, thus using access to the
Dai-Gohonzon as an enticement aiming to increase the number of direct tem-
ple members. 
July 21— At a nationwide meeting of priests, Nikken emphasizes that promot-
ing the direct temple movement (i.e., urging members to leave the SGI and join
the temple) is the official direction of Nichiren Shoshu. To make his point,
Nikken refers to three things: the revision of the rules of Nichiren Shoshu, the
temple’s new method of propagating the Daishonin’s Buddhism outside Japan
and the new pilgrimage system. 
Nov. 7—Nichiren Shoshu sends the Soka Gakkai a document titled “Remon-
stration to the Soka Gakkai to Disband.” 
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Nov. 28— Nichiren Shoshu sends the Soka Gakkai a document titled “Notifi-
cation of the Excommunication of the Soka Gakkai from Nichiren Shoshu,” ex-
communicating more than 12 million believers without any effort to resolve
the disagreement through dialogue. 
Dec. 27 — The Soka Gakkai sends Nichiren Shoshu a document titled
“Seeking the Resignation of Nikken as Nichiren Shoshu High Priest,” signed
by 16.25 million people.

1992 
Feb. 2— Seven priests, including Reverend Gen’ei Kudo (former chief priest
in Los Angeles), leave Nichiren Shoshu, forming the Association of Priests for
the Reformation of Nichiren Shoshu. 
March 30—A group of young priests directly confront and question Nikken.
With this incident, they leave Nichiren Shoshu and form the Association of
Youthful Priests for the Reformation of Nichiren Shoshu. 
June 14—A third group of priests leave Nichiren Shoshu to form the Associ-
ation Concerned About Nichiren Shoshu and Devoted to Protecting the Law. 
June 17—The Soka Shimpo, the Soka Gakkai youth division newspaper, first
publishes an article about the Seattle Incident, reporting Mrs. Hiroe Clow’s ac-
count of Nikken’s run-in with prostitutes and police during a Gohonzon-con-
ferral trip to Seattle in 1960 when he was the Nichiren Shoshu Study Depart-
ment chief.
Aug. 11—Nichiren Shoshu expels SGI President Ikeda as a lay believer (in ef-
fect his second excommunication). 
Aug. 28—At a nationwide meeting of priests, Nikken states that he never set
foot outside the hotel in Seattle on the night he is alleged to have had an en-
counter with prostitutes and police. 

1993
April 27—Masatomo Yamazaki, who was imprisoned for attempting to black-
mail the Soka Gakkai, is released on parole. Yamazaki later approaches Nikken
and becomes a Hokkeko member belonging to the Rikyo-bo lodging temple at
the head temple. 
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Oct. 2—The Soka Gakkai begins to confer the Gohonzon transcribed by the
26th high priest Nichikan upon its members. 
Dec. 4—Nikken goes to Spain to open a Nichiren Shoshu office there. 
Dec. 25—Nichiren Shoshu sues the Soka Gakkai in the Tokyo District Court,
claiming that the latter’s publications’ coverage of the Seattle Incident
amounts to defamation of Nikken. 

1994 
Jan. 1—Evidence from within Nichiren Shoshu confirming the existence of
Operation C is made public. 
June 1—It is revealed that Taiseki-ji has illegally disposed of the ashes of many
deceased. A number of lawsuits by individual believers follow, and Nichiren
Shoshu loses nearly every case. 
July 8—The District Court in Pusan, South Korea, fines Nichiren Shoshu priest
Hakudo Mori for operating a temple illegally registered as a nursing home. 
Aug. 21—At a Hokkeko leaders meeting, Nikken says that he will resign if the
Seattle Incident is proven true. 

1995 
Jan. 20—Priests Chodo Ishibashi and Kan’o Tajima, who were illegally en-
gaged in propagation in Korea, are fined and deported from the country. 
Feb. 24—Police investigate the Korean Nichiren Shoshu office. 
May 4—Myohon-ji temple in Hota, one of the major time-honored temples,
secedes from Nichiren Shoshu.
June-July—The Nichiren Shoshu summer training course pilgrimage is held
with fewer than the 50,000-participant goal. 
June 6—Chief Abbot of the Nichiren Shu (Minobu sect) Ikegami Homon-ji
temple in Tokyo visits Taiseki-ji and is welcomed there — another violation of
Nikko Shonin’s Twenty-six Admonitions. 
Aug. 23—Nichiren Shoshu announces its plan to destroy the Grand Recep-
tion Hall. 
Aug. 29—Priest Hakudo Mori is fined in Japan for violation of the Foreign
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Exchange Control Law in connection with his illegal temple operations in Korea. 
Sept. 29—In the Seattle Incident trial, Nikken radically changes his story, ac-
knowledging that he did leave his hotel for a drink the night of the incident. 

1996 
Sept. 18—Ronald Sprinkle, a former Seattle police officer (who was directly
involved in the 1960 Seattle Incident), testifies as a defense witness.

1997 
April 18—Seven Nichiren Shoshu priests stationed at the head temple,
Taiseki-ji, participate in the omushibarai ceremony at the Honmon-ji tem-
ple of the Minobu sect, another gross violation of Nikko Shonin’s Twenty-six
Admonitions. 
Sept. 17—Thirty Nichiren Shu (Minobu sect) priests visit Taiseki-ji. 
Sept. 29—The judge in the Seattle Incident trial decides that Nikken must tes-
tify, despite his attorneys’ protests. Nichiren Shoshu changes its rules again,
making it easier to expel believers. 
Oct. 6—Nikken abruptly fires his chief attorney. 
Nov. 30—Nichiren Shoshu excommunicates all Soka Gakkai members a sec-
ond time (the third time for President Ikeda). 
Dec. 22—Nikken appears in court and presents his never-before-revealed diary
that he alleges to have used at the time of the Seattle Incident. It indicates that
he was back in his hotel room by the time of the alleged incident. Later, the de-
fense shows that these diary entries had been altered. 

1998
Feb. 2 — Attorneys for the Soka Gakkai question Nikken in the Seattle
Incident trial. 
March 26—Another major Nichiren Shoshu pilgrimage is held, but again the
goal of 100,000 participants is not met. The new Grand Reception Hall is
opened. Nikken destroyed the one built by the Soka Gakkai.
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April 5—Nikken secretly transfers the Dai-Gohonzon from the Grand Main
Temple to the Hoanden. 
May 14—A Brazilian court enforces its decision to oust Nichiren Shoshu priests
who had illegally occupied the main part of Ichijo-ji temple. 
May 18—Attorneys for the Soka Gakkai question Nikken a second time in the
Seattle Incident trial.
June 23—Nikken begins demolition of the Grand Main Temple. 
July 2—Argentina’s Bureau of Religion bans Nichiren Shoshu as a religious
corporation after a priest stationed there, in a sermon and in print, calls Mother
Teresa a devil. 

1999
January — Nichijun Fujimoto, Nichiren Shoshu general administrator,
and Shinsho Abe, Nikken’s son and vice chief of the General Affairs Bu-
reau, tour Japan (through March 31) to put pressure on local priests who
are not showing good results in terms of membership participation and
donations. 
Feb. 20—Nichiren Shoshu discloses its plan to collect from its members $50
million per year for the next three years toward 2002. 
April 29—Ho’on-ji temple in Chiba secedes from Nichiren Shoshu. 
July 7—The “Kawabe Memo” becomes public. It records Nikken’s past state-
ments indicating his belief that the Dai-Gohonzon is a forgery. 
Aug. 20— Zencho-ji temple in Hiroshima secedes from Nichiren Shoshu.
Sept. 9—Daien-ji temple in Kanagawa secedes from Nichiren Shoshu.

2005
March—High Priest Nikken retires and Nichinyo becomes 68th high priest of
Nichiren Shoshu. Nikken remains as center of power within the priesthood,
and attacks on the Soka Gakkai continue.



Fundamental darkness
Also, fundamental ignorance or primal ignorance. The most deeply

rooted illusion inherent in life, said to give rise to all other illusions.
Darkness in this sense means inability to see or recognize the truth,

particularly, the true nature of one’s life. The term fundamental darkness is contrasted with
the fundamental nature of enlightenment, which is the Buddha nature inherent in life or en-
lightenment to the fundamental nature of all things and phenomena.

Kosen-rufu
Wide propagation, or wide proclamation and propagation. A term from the Lotus Sutra that

literally means to declare and spread widely. Nichiren (1222–1282), identifying himself as the
votary of the Lotus Sutra, made it his lifelong mission to fulfill the above injunction of the Bud-
dha, that is, kosen-rufu. He saw widely propagating his teaching of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo,
which he identified as the essence of the sutra, as the fulfillment of that mission.

Lotus Sutra
One of the Mahayana sutras. China’s T’ien-t’ai (538–597), in The Profound Meaning of the

Lotus Sutra, formulated a system of classification of the entire body of Buddhist sutras called
the “five periods and eight teachings,” which ranks the Lotus Sutra above all the other sutras. In
Japan, Nichiren (1222–1282) also upheld the Lotus Sutra, which describes all living beings as
potential Buddhas, and identified its essence as Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.

Nichiren Shoshu
Literally, “Nichiren Correct school.” One of the Nichiren schools, whose head temple is

Taiseki-ji in Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. This school regards Nichiren as the Buddha of the Lat-
ter Day of the Law and recognizes his teaching of “sowing” implicit in the “Life Span” (six-
teenth) chapter of the Lotus Sutra. In 1930 the Soka Kyoiku Gakkai (Value-Creating Education
Society) was inaugurated by Tsunesaburo Makiguchi (1871–1944) and Josei Toda (1900–1958),
who had converted to Nichiren Shoshu. From the early 1930s through the Second World War,
imperial Japan tried to unify the people with State Shinto as the spiritual backbone of wars it
fought and the Peace Preservation Law of 1925 as the means for thought control. Under this
system, the Nichiren Shoshu priesthood complied with the militarist government’s command
of Shinto worship, which Makiguchi refused despite the urging of the priesthood. As a result,
charged with violation of the Peace Preservation Law and with lese majesty against the em-
peror and his ancestral god, twenty-one top leaders of the society were arrested and impris-
oned. Most of them abandoned their faith and renounced their association with Makiguchi and
Toda. Makiguchi upheld his faith and died in prison in 1944. His disciple, Toda, was finally re-
leased on parole just before the end of the war and then embarked on the reconstruction of
their lay movement, which he renamed Soka Gakkai (Value-Creating Society), and of Nichiren
Shoshu, which had been left destitute. In the ensuing years, the Soka Gakkai grew into a sub-
stantial worldwide movement with a membership of several million. The priesthood of Nichiren
Shoshu, however, found itself ill prepared to deal with an active and socially engaged member-
ship body of this scale. Its 67th chief priest, Nikken, sought to disband the organization and
bring its membership directly under his control. The Soka Gakkai resisted this plan and was
excommunicated in 1991 by Nikken. Contrary to Nikken’s plans, however, the Soka Gakkai
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Appendix B

Glossary



continued to grow and flourish after the excommunication. Nichiren Shoshu maintained a pos-
ture of appealing to Soka Gakkai members to leave the organization and directly believe in and
support the Nichiren Shoshu priesthood. To do so, they promulgated a doctrine ascribing to
their chief priest certain unique and special powers and implied that he alone was the living
equivalent of Nichiren. The Soka Gakkai held that this doctrine had nothing to do with the teach-
ings of Nichiren, the spiritual founder of both groups, and thus constituted a misrepresenta-
tion of his teachings.

Three obstacles and four devils
Various obstacles and hindrances to the practice of Buddhism. The three obstacles are (1)

the obstacle of earthly desires, or obstacles arising from the three poisons of greed, anger, and
foolishness; (2) the obstacle of karma, obstacles due to bad karma created by committing any
of the five cardinal sins or ten evil acts; and (3) the obstacle of retribution, obstacles caused by
the negative karmic effects of actions in the three evil paths. In a letter he addressed to the Ikegami
brothers in 1275, Nichiren states, “The obstacle of earthly desires is the impediments to one’s
practice that arise from greed, anger, foolishness, and the like; the obstacle of karma is the hin-
drances presented by one’s wife or children; and the obstacle of retribution is the hindrances
caused by one’s sovereign or parents” (WND, 501). The four devils are (1) the hindrance of the
five components, obstructions caused by one’s physical and mental functions; (2) the hindrance
of earthly desires, obstructions arising from the three poisons; (3) the hindrance of death, mean-
ing one’s own untimely death obstructing one’s practice of Buddhism, or the premature death
of another practitioner causing one to doubt; and (4) the hindrance of the devil king, who is said
to assume various forms or take possession of others in order to cause one to discard one’s Bud-
dhist practice. This hindrance is regarded as the most difficult to overcome.

Three powerful enemies
Three types of arrogant people who persecute those who propagate the Lotus Sutra in the

evil age after Shakyamuni Buddha’s death. (1) “The arrogance and presumption of lay people”
or arrogant lay people; a reference to those ignorant of Buddhism who curse and speak ill of
the practitioners of the Lotus Sutra and attack them with swords and staves. (2) “The arro-
gance and presumption of members of the Buddhist clergy” or arrogant priests. These are priests
with perverse wisdom and hearts that are fawning and crooked who, though failing to under-
stand Buddhism, boast they have attained the Buddhist truth and slander the sutra’s practi-
tioners. (3) “The arrogance and presumption of those who pretend to be sages” or arrogant
false sages. This third category is described as priests who pretend to be sages and who are
revered as such, but when encountering the practitioners of the Lotus Sutra become fearful of
losing fame or profit and induce secular authorities to persecute them. In On “The Words and
Phrases,” Miao-lo sates, “Of these three, the first can be endured. The second exceeds the first,
and the third is the most formidable of all. This is because the second and third ones are in-
creasingly harder to recognize for what they really are.” Nichiren (1222–1282) called them the
“three powerful enemies” and identified himself as the votary, or true practitioner, of the Lotus
Sutra because he was subjected to slander, attacked with swords and staves, and sent into exile
twice by the authorities, just as prophesied in the sutra. 

Source: The Soka Gakkai Dictionary of Buddhism
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Appendix C

For More Information

The history and concepts relating to Soka Spirit are explored
in The Untold History of the Fuji School and Buddhism In a New
Light. 

For a deeper understanding of the Buddhist principles covered
in this pamphlet, read The Wisdom of the Lotus Sutra, vols. 1–6,
and The World of Nichiren Daishonin’s Writings, vols. 1–4.
These books and more are available at SGI-USA bookstores or our
online bookstore at www.sgi-usa.org (then click on “SGI-USA On-
line Store”).

Also, visit the Soka Spirit Website at www.sokaspirit.org and
check out the archives and free downloads.
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